
 

 

STEP 5 HANDOUT 
 

Acts of the Apostles 2.1-42 (edited) 
 

• When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 
•  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, etc. - in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

 
•  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 
 ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 
                  that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
                  and your young men shall see visions, 
        and your old men shall dream dreams…  
 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
•  ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God 
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its 
power. For David says concerning him, 

“I saw the Lord always before me, 
        for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;  
 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
        or let your Holy One experience corruption…”  
   
• ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, 
David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

“He was not abandoned to Hades, 
        nor did his flesh experience corruption.”  



 

 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right 
hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured 
out this that you both see and hear…  
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 
 
•  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 

apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’  Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 

 
• So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 

were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 

 
Romans 8.1-17 (edited) 

(interpreted text) 
 

• There is therefore now no condemnation for those who inhabit Christ Jesus. For the principle of 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the principle of self and of death. For God 
has done what religion, weakened by the ego, could not do: by sending his own son in the 
likeness of the self-centred ego, and to deal with self-centredness, he condemned self-
centredness from within the human ego, so that the proper requirement of religion might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the ego but according to the spirit.  

 
• For those who live according to the ego have the mindset of the ego, but those who live 

spiritually have the mindset of the spirit. To have the mindset of the ego is death, but to have 
the spiritual mindset is life and peace. For this reason the mindset of the ego is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s religion—indeed it cannot, and those who inhabit the ego cannot 
please God. 

 
•  But you do not inhabit the ego; you inhabit the spirit, since God’s spirit inhabits you. Anyone 

who does not have the spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ  
    inhabits you, though the body is dead because of self-centredness, the spirit is life  
    because of having become upright. If the spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead  
    inhabits you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies  
    also through his spirit that dwells in you. 
 
•  So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the ego, to live according to the ego— for 

if you live according to the ego, you will die; but if spiritually you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. For all who are led by God’s spirit are children of God. For you did not receive 
a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 
 



 

 

Romans 8.1-17 (edited) 
(actual text) 

 
• There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  

• For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the 
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

• But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

• So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 
for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did 
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 
 

 
Romans 8.26-27 

 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 


